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named Kathleen, who, says one version of the story, penetrated
to his fastness in the Wicklow Hills, just as visions of
women tempted St. Anthony among the hills near the Red
Sea. The poet Moore causes St. Kevin to push the vision of
beauty into the lake, which is probably exactly what St.
Anthony would have done in a similar situation. It is
known that after St. Athanasius visited Rome in 340
A.D. his Life of St. Anthony, translated into Latin, had a wide
circulation in the West, where it stimulated the contemplative
ideal. Who knows but that St. Kevin was in the habit of
reading the temptations of St. Anthony in his Wicklow cave,
and that the story of the beautiful maiden is a twisted memory
of this book?

Perhaps scholars will some day work on this hidden chapter
of Christian history and establish beyond doubt the connection
between the Celtic Church and the Church that was probably
its parent, the Church of St. Mark in Egypt. " The great
difficulty in understanding the evolution of Celtic art lies in
the fact that although the Celt never seems to have invented
any new ideas, they professed an extraordinary aptitude for
picking up ideas from the different people with whom war
and commerce brought them into contact," writes A. J.
Romilly in Celtic Ait in Pagan and Christian Times. " And once
the Celt had borrowed an idea from his neighbour, he was
able to give it such a strong Celtic tinge that it soon became
something so different from what it was originally as to be
almost unrecognisable."

Still, I think it is possible to recognise the origins of Celtic
art in the relics which are to be seen beside the Nile.

While I was in the Coptic Museum one day, the kindly
founder, Morcos Shnaika Pasha, came out leaning on his stick
and walked round with me, lovingly caressing the brands
which he has torn literally from the burning.

" By the way," he said, " you are so interested in my church
that you might like to come to a ceremony to-night. It is a
wedding. Be at the Church of El Adra, the Blessed Virgin,
in the Mouski, at seven-thirty. . . ."